OWA Senior Football

This was our first full season in a number of years due to Covid . There was a drop off in playing numbers as club members made up for a couple of years. This happened across the league. We reduced our Saturday sides from 9 to 7 late September. This had repercussions across the club and selection was troublesome across the season. Thanks go out to all the skippers and Cejay for sorting out the top 3 sides & and giving us a much needed base for the second half of the season. 
  
We have decided to alter the selection policy with free movement in the top 3 sides and the 4-7s to play as squads of 15 which will be agreed pre the season. Also that annual subs will be paid pre the start of the season as collecting this was troublesome. This should allow the skippers to select regular & committed players who will play both home and away. 
  
There were lots of positives from the season:- 
· 1s competed well across the season and had a close-knit squad under Jon Howe 
· Both 4s & 5s got promoted 
· We have new changing rooms which look great thanks to the Brittain money 
· 31 members toured to Malta and became champions of Europe – thanks to chunk, Doug Forbes, Stu Paton &Jim Lloyd for making this a success. 
· The Football club dinner returned with over 90 attendees, Thanks to Steve Kember for doing a Q & A with Richard Smart. 
· We started to integrate the junior section into the club & thanks to the junior sections coaches, our club captain Dan Harris for instigating this and again to Cejay and the captains for making these players at home. 
· We provided chilli con carne instead of our usual quality pies and beans. This was given the thumbs up by both home and away teams. 
· The weekly raffle returned and was done every week 
· We have increased number of Supervets playing and paying annual subs
· We are in the final stages of testing the Matchday app which will help us greatly with admin and finances.
  
We are looking to integrate more juniors in this season, plus bringing back the school game. So hopefully recruitment will ease.  
  
We will be looking to increase events this season as there is an appetite from our members & we look to integrate all the teams so we have a closer club feel. 
  
We must also start making plans for Women’s football as there are 3 girls teams coming through the junior section and we will need to make plans so we are ready as a club. 
  
Sadly, Peter Philimore passed away from Cancer in the summer. Peter was a big supporter of the Old Wilsonians and will be greatly missed . His funeral will took place on the 21st of July & wake at the club. 
  
Lastly Alex Forbes is stepping down as Chair as he is going travelling with Debbie throughout 2023, Dan Harris will take over at this point. 
  
Jamie Parkinson
